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These lectures discuss a theory of threats. At times, as I get carried away 

by my illustrative material, they may appear to be about bank robbery, or 
diplomacy, 

xzckctx,' or nuclear war: but they are not. Even if these lectures were meant 
to be the last word, on threat-behavior, which they are not, they would be far 
from the last word about any of these subjects, or any other area of possible 
application. I hope—and believe—that an examination of the behavior-patterns 
that arise in the course of making and countering threats may offer some insights 
Into the general phenomena of economic and diplomatic bargaining, but the examples 
mentioned in the following lectures have been chosen to illustrate, not to 
test, the theory, ^n other words, I have not set out to explain behavior in any 
given sphere (even the best theory of threats could explain only part of 
that behavior); at most, I have tried to isolate one strand of behavior that 
occurs in many, very different spheres. The particular illustrations presented 
are not necessarily those ±ha± to which the concepts developed are most 
usefully applied; and very little claim is made that these concepts really 
explain these particular examples at all. 

As originally planned, these disclaimers would have applied as well to 


the material on Hitler 
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1. THEORY AND PRACTICE OF BLACKMAIL. 

March 10 ( Tuesday) 

2 . THE THREAT OF VIOLENCE: RACKETS AND BLITZKRIEG. 

March 12 ( Thursday) 

(Omitting March 17) 

3. AN ANALYSIS OF CONFLICT: BARGAINING, STRIKES AND LIMITED WAR. 

March 19 ( Thursday ) 

4. POWER ECONOMICS. 

March 24 ( Tuesday ) 

5. THE POLITICAL USES OF MADNESS. 

March 26 ( Thursday ) 

6. THE REALLY INTELLIGENT DETONATOR. 

March 31 ( Tuesday ) 


To be given in the Lecture Hall of'the Boston Public Library, Copley Square, Boston, from 
5:15 to 6:15 p.m. Doors close promptly at 5:15. NO TICKETS REQUIRED. 

OTHER FREE LECTURES in the Lowell Institute are announced in the PROGRAM 
to be had by applying by postal card to the Curator, Lowell Institute, Boston Public Library, 
Copley Square, Boston. 










